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k2 el 2H(Balintawak) ] 23S =

Listen the Cry of Balintawak
in Hwangtohyeon

Ligaya Globio was born in the Philippines. She married a
Korean and moved to Korea 13 years ago. She is currently
working as a multicultural awareness program instructor
in kindergartens and elementary schools.as well as an
English academy teacher in Korea.
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[t was an ordinary Sunday afternoon and my
f}lmil)' were driving to Jeongeup City for our
weekend getaway. We dislike going to crowd-
ed placcs, an aftermath of the p;mdcmic7 SO
we avoided Mt. Naejang. Instead I searched
the internet and typed "places to visit in
Jeongeup" and found Donghak Peasant Rev-
olution Memorial Park. We have never been
there so we decided to go. We arrived and we
found it a very good p]acc for walk. The placc
is expansive, with few pcoplc around, beauti-
ful flowers hlooming here and there and very
quiet and peuceﬁd even with the traditional
Korean instrumental music playing in the

memorial park.

Out of curiosity, we roamed inside the Dong-
hak Peasant Revolution Museum in the me-
morial park. The atmosphere inside the muse-
um is surprising]y in contrast with the quiet
mood outside. There was a virtual screen
showing the names of‘m:my historic events
swir]ing over the Pacific Ocean, also numer-
ous photogmphs and documents were in the
muscum. Furthermore, there was an exhibi-
tion showing various battles lcading to the
dcvclopmcnt of the Donghak Peasant Revo-
lution, the participants who sacrificed their
lives and the hardships of their families and
descendants. Then I saw this: “What courage
and what loyalty do they have to climb che
mountain and die there?” These are the words

that scruck me the most during my visit.
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Through the tour in the museum, I was awed
at the fact that the peasants fought against
the government forces with bamboo spears
and their farming tools and won a great
victory here, and that they occupied Jeonju
fortress and signed a peace agreement with
the Joscon government. Wait a minute, why
these events seem very familiar to me? Aha! It
reminded me of a battle in Manila, the Phil-
1ipines called ‘The Cry of Balintawak’ in 1896
against the more than 300 years of Spanish
colonization. The revolt was a failure on their
first outbreak but it started the spark for the
Philippine Revolution. The Philippines was
colonized by Spain for 333 years, and then by
the United States for about 50 years. Since
the onset of the Cry of Balintawak, Filipinos
continued to fight for independence until it
gained independence from the United States
in 1946, and the struggle is called the ‘Philip-

pine Revolution’.

On a personal note, as an immigrant in Ko-
rea, I was emotional when I saw the statue
of the Donghak peasants army in the park
due to similar history between Korea and
the Philippincs. I fele like the peasants car-
rying bamboo spears were Walking towards
me and beckoning me to join them. I could
almost feel them because they were like me,
a nobody, yet they dreamt that they could
change their world at that time. ﬂley dreamt

of being able to change the corruption and
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inequality in their times. The world they
dreamed of would have been a world where
human rights were respected and where peo-
ple could live like human beings by reforming

the old feudal system.

Donghak peasants army took the revolution
without any miiitary training and any plausi—
ble weapons, too. Thinking about the values
that the Donghak Peasant Army aspired to,
I deepiy realized that my Filipino ancestors
also tried to achieve and fought for the same
ideals. I was touched by the fact that my
country also has a revolution similar to the
Donghak Peasant Revolution. Although the
ancestors of Korea and the Philippines fought
in different times, different places, but the

cause was same.

While looking around the Donghak Peasant
Revolution Memorial Park, I was very happy
to have a feeling of connectedness with it as if
[ were in my homeland, the Philippines. After
13 years in Korea, [ was able to see my country

in Korea.

To the heroes of Donghak peasant revolution,
thank you.

Th':ll’lk you for your efibrts.
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