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A Korean-American's visit to
Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial Park
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As a Korean American, my love for learning
Korean histor}' started at a young age. It was
rooted in a desire to both understand my
ancestral roots and also a fascination with
heroic historical ﬁgurcs. [ would sit in front
of my bookshelf and read for hours about
figurcs like Yi Sun-sin and Sejong the Greart,
wondcring how such people came to be.
However, as I moved to the United States and
progressed through my education, I found
that my exposure to Korean history became
more limited, while American his[or_v domi-

ﬂle'Cd l'l’lC CUITiCUIUTﬂ. Dcspite my Cl’l[hllSillSlﬂ

for exploring my cultural heritage, the lack of

explomtion in Korean history left me fbc]ing
disconnected from an essential part of my
identity. By the time 1 got to college in the
USA, the only recollections of Korean history
[ had left in my mind were filled with surface
level material, mostly from documentaries

and movies.

When I got the opportunity to visit the
Donghak Peasant Revolution Museum, I was
excited to further fill in the ¢ gaps of my lim-
ited knowlcdgc and numrully arrived with a
Very curious mindset. The inside of the muse-
um was a stark contrast to the bright sunny
weather outside. Immediately I felt a shift in
the mood as various projectors and screens
illuminated im: ages s that cxpluincd the histor-

ical backgrounds to the revolution. I was glad

to be informed of the context behind the rev-
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olution through various video clips, artifacts,
and disp]zlys, As I walked throughout the
museum’s halls, T could know what the Dong-
hak peasants army fbught for and what their
spirits were through the many stories and
artifacts the kft behind. 1 Imagining the num-
ber of men armed with makeshift bamboo
spears | wondered the amount of‘couragc that
one must have needed to procccd with these
events. Seeing the walls filled with names
in the memorial hall also allowed me to feel
the weight of the Donghak peasant revolu-
tion and the sacrifices that the revolutionists

mlldC.

The one thing that stood out to me the most
was the fact that many of those who partic-
ipntcd in the [)onglmk Peasant Revolution
were also 1"csponsib]c for Korea’s revolution
against ‘]apzm’s impcria] rule. Some of them
were even signiﬁcant ﬁgurcs and leaders that
orchestrated ln%a ents tlnouéhout Korea’s
eventual indcpcndcncc. But it doesn’t stop
there. I was surpriscd to learn that the Dong-
hak Peasant Revolution rczlll_y became the
groundwork that inspircd many other revo-
lutions that follows it such as the March 1st

Movement and the Gwangju uprising
2

This made me think that maybe the ideals
of the historical contexts behind Korea and
the United States shared a few similarities.

The United States was also a nation chat was
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o

built oft of revolution and 1T was no stranger
to lczu‘ning about its signific;mcc. While be-
coming indcpcndcnt from a f‘orcign occupa-
tion of an nh‘cady existing nation is slightly
different to creating a new nation, I believe
that the hearts of those involved were of sim-
ilar nature. To risk cvcrything and fight, one
must be complerely sure of their purpose, and
looking at the muh‘iplc statues of the peas-
ants, all Walking in unity, I was positive that
they all knew the importance of what thcy

were fi ghtin g for.

dr
4n
¥

2 2023 7+

This was an incredible experience that al-
lowed me to see a wider view behind Korea’s
history. [ have to be honest, I didn’t know
what to expect at tirst but I was plcasantly
surpriscd to learn so much about the context
and significancc of an event I never knew
about. While chis visit may have started as a
lighr trip to the museum, I am thankful and
huppy to see it end as a memorable lcnming

t‘XPC]‘iCl’lC(‘ to l'llkt‘ bilck to Ehﬁ States.
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