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Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial Park visited on
Cambodia's Independence Day, my country.

2L (Mona)
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My name is Mona and I am of Cambodian
nationality. I met my Korean husband in 2013,
married him, and started our family in Cam-
bodia before moving to Korea in 2017, where
I have been living ever since. I have always
been interested in Korean history, and re-
ccm]y [ learned about the “Donghak Peasant
Revolution” through my husband’s director,
who is knowledgeable in Korean history. So,
on November 9th, the independence day of
my country, Cambodia, I visited Donghak
Peasant Revolution Memorial Park. A]though
[ am current]y ]iving in Korea after ]enving
my home country, | wanted to do somcthing
meaningful on Cambodia's independence day,
and I wanted to learn about the history of
the Donghak Peasant Revolution, which has a

very important meaning in Korean history.

Cambodia was a French colony and gaincd
indcpcndcncc in 1953. Donghak Peasant Rev-
olution Memorial Park, which I visited with
my husband on the day of my country Cam-
bodia's independencc from France, was very
impressive. [ am dceply moved by the sacrific-
es made by the Dong]ﬂak Peasant Army who
fought for the independence of their country
against the Japanese invasion 129 years ago.
While looking around the memorial park
where the Donghak Peasant Army lives, I be-
came solemn as [ realized the history of their
ﬁghting against the Japanese army by he]ping

each other and relying on cach other despite
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difficult situations to free their country from
social problcms and forcign invasion. And I
learned how important a rightcous character
is in a leader's leadership. This is because I
thought that the Donghak Peasant Revolu-
tion could not have been achieved without
the people following their righteous and hon-

est leaders, including General Jeon Bong-jun.

While learning about the history of the
Donghak Peasant Revolution, I thought about
the history of my home country, Cambodia,
which was a French colony and realized that
we share many similarities. During World
War 11, from 1941 to 1945, Japan occupicd
Cambodia,which was still a French colony.
After France's defeat in 1940, Japan took
control of Cambodia and Indochina, leaving
control of the French ofticials who controlled
Cambodia as a Colon_y. After World War 11
ended and Japan withdrew, Cambodian King
Norodom Sinhaouk and his supporters led
the Cambodian Revolution. This revolution
was successful and Cambodia finally became

independent from France in 1953.

This experience of colonial rule by imperial-
ists made us Cambodians realize the impor-
tance of competent leaders and taught us the
importance of cooperation. In the I)onghak
Peasant Revolution, which was aimed at in-
dependence, equality, and peace, we could see

that leaders with solid beliefs and those who
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though many pcoplc Cnthusiasticnlly partici-
pated in the revolution under a great leader,
the Donghnk Peasant Revolution was defeat-
ed by the Japanese army. However, their righ-
teous spirit continues to this day in which we

live, and I think it is necessary.

This visit to Donghak Peasant Revolution
Memorial Park was great as it provided in-
sights into Korea's 1"Cvolution:1r_\' history, and
[ deeply moved by Donghak peasants who
sacrificed themselves to build a stronger and
more democratic Korea. | respect all the he-
roes of the l)ongha]\' Peasant Revolution, and
the spirit of sacrifice of the Donghak Peasant
1\1‘my will live for a long time not 0nl>‘ in the

l’lClll‘[S Of‘thC Korean PCOplC but 21150 in mine!
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