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Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial Park,
where I vividly felt the roots of Korean democracy.

- - —— — -w v'-' - W\ ""-'
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[ came to Korea in 1995 and have been living
here for 29 years. When I first came to Korea,
[ taught English to students. In 1998, T was
appointed as a professor of the English Ed-
ucation department and at the same time as
the director of the Foreign Language Educa-
tion Support Center at Wooseok University
located in Samrye-cup, Wanju-gun, Jeonbuk
State until now. Before coming to Korea, |
did volunteer work in Malawi in Africa, Ja-
maica and Leone on the Samoan Islands, As
[ went to many countries around the world, 1
realized that the world is wider than I learned
and I became interested in the history and
culture of many countries.

Since the 1990s, | have learned the Korean
language and Korean history through dramas
and movies. Then, by chance, I came across
the English version of the "The Independent;
newspaper published from 1896 to 1899. This
newspaper was published in both Korean
and English for the first time in Korea. Af-
ter 1‘c;1ding all the articles in the newspaper,
which were written for three years, I was able

to understand the Korean history more deeply.

Last month, an acquaintance who knew that
[ was interested in Korean history introduced
me to Donghak Peasant Revolution Memorial
Park in Jeongeup, Jeonbuk State. So, on Feb-
ruary 2oth, I visited Donghak Peasant Rev-

olution Memorial Park with the scudents 1

A= 1995 ghol] ofA] 29334 Aar ‘%‘/l
th 22 gkl oA sHIEIAl FolE 71EA
FU 199897 AESHEAAE b 4t
g5 oA AW FousI wERE §
AL, Al & et efmo|uS A AE
24 s ol A7k RSkl s sk
o 27] Hej ofze)7} wete], Apjo]7} AfxLo}
Are] gl oA SAMEES sHh o
Al AA o2 vetg thiA] AP A7 vl

ZET G4 T Hrhes 2s 9A =HuA oy
vzte] gAtet Fstol #ils ZHAl HAF T

A= gmolld Qe A =ejnte} o
3t 55 F3l ghmole} o] HALE wilEY)
th 1 FAA] 18963 E] 1899 d71A] 3y
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o] AE-L BTl Hx 2 a3y JEo e
FElsUnt 33 Sok Wy 7 ARS Q)
A gh=o] GAHE F o 2ol Sl ofsiE
AFUE
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teach. As soon as I entered the memorial park
[ felt like my heart opened because the park
was so vast. Memorial sculptures were erected
throughout the memorial park and there was
also a fnscinuting museum. The exhibits were
dcsigncd to experience the history of the

Donghak Peasant Revolution very ViVidl}i

About the Donghak Peasant Revolution, 1
only knew that the Donghnk Peasants have
occupied Jeonju after the uprising in Gobu,
and when Japan invaded Korea, it rose again
to fight against the Japanese military. Howev-
er, after visiting the museum this time, [ was
able to understand che incernational situa-
tion surrounding the Joscon Dynasty in the
19th century and the context that led to the
Donghak Peasant Revolution. Furthermore,
[ learned about the influence of the Donghak
Peasant Revolution on the histm‘y of Korean

democracy.

/\mong the various memorial facilities in
the memorial park, the one that touched my
heart the most was the memorial hall. Inside
the memorial hall| the names of approximate-
]y 4,000 members of the Donghak Peasants
are engraved on its walls. If we consider the
numbers whose names are not even known,
the number of participants would have been
much more higher. This year marks the 130th
anniversary of the Donghak Peasant Revolu-

tion. I thl]’l]( t]’lC WOT]C] V\]’] cre CVCT}’OT}C is re-
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spected” that the Donghak Peasants dreamed
of 130 years ago is the basis of the impartial
world we live in today. I am deeply grateful to
my acquaintance who cncoumgcd me to visit
the memorial park to learn in depth about
the I')ongl’lzll\’ Peasant Revolution, which be-
came an important starting point in Korean
modern history. I also highly recommend
those who plan to travel to the southern part
of Korea to visit the Donghak Peasant Revo-

lution Memorial Park in Jeongup.
Jeong
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